Aggressiveness of juvenile salmonid populations has been suggested to correlate positively with the time the fish spend in the stream. Consequently, resident populations are expected to be more aggressive than migratory populations. Aggressiveness and growth rate have been found to correlate positively at the individual level, but no studies have compared populations. We studied variation in aggressiveness and growth in 10 Finnish brown trout populations differing in their migratory behaviour (sea-run, lake-run and resident). Contrary to expectations, we found the sea-run populations to be more aggressive than the lake-run and resident populations. As all the study fish were reared under similar conditions, it is likely that the differences in aggression have a genetic basis. We also found a positive correlation between aggression and growth rate among the populations. This result supports earlier findings of a positive connection between aggressiveness and growth rate, but is, to our knowledge, the first time this phenomenon has been observed at the population level.
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There is now ample evidence that behavioural traits usually have a strong genetic component and can respond to selection (Boake 1994; Foster & Endler 1999) . Consequently, when local or geographical selective regimes are different and strong enough, behaviour in different populations of a given species may evolve in different directions (Foster & Endler 1999) . Hence, population comparisons are valuable in studies of behavioural evolution as they can provide insights into the causes of behavioural differentiation.
In salmonids there is considerable variation in life history patterns, growth rate, and age and size at maturation both between and within species (Schaffer & Elson 1975; Hutchings & Morris 1985; Elliott 1994; Skú lason & Smith 1995; Tallman et al. 1996) . However, behavioural variation has received less attention. In juvenile salmonids, aggressive territory defence is an important component of the behavioural repertoire. Territorial behaviour ensures adequate food supply in the stream, where juvenile fish feed mainly on drifting food (Chapman 1962; Keenleyside & Yamamoto 1962) .
Salmonid fish also have variable migratory patterns both within and between species, and, depending on the migratory behaviour, the juveniles spend variable periods in their natal stream. In fish, resident populations are generally considered to be more aggressive than migratory ones (Bakker & Feuth-de Bruijn 1988; Hutchison & Iwata 1997) , and migratory behaviour may be connected with the level of aggressiveness in the population and promote differentiation between populations. In some species, migratory forms have different levels of aggression; populations that migrate soon after hatching are less aggressive than those that spend more time in the stream (from a few months to several years; Rosenau & McPhail 1987; Taylor 1988 Taylor , 1990 . It has been suggested, therefore, that there should be a positive correlation between aggression and residence period in a stream (Taylor & Larkin 1986; Hutchison & Iwata 1997) .
In salmonids there appears to be a positive connection between aggressiveness and growth rate at the individual level (Metcalfe 1990; Nicieza & Metcalfe 1999) . This is partly due to the better competitive ability of the more aggressive, dominant individuals. The latter also have a 
